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Resumen

Imagen turbulenta es una compilación inmersiva de fragmentos de recuerdos después del acto 
de deslizarse en una red social basada en el vídeo vertical. La interacción con el teléfono como dis-
positivo de consumo de imágenes deja al usuario con sentimientos encontrados por la superposición 
de tiempo y espacio: todo está pasando en todas partes al mismo tiempo y su ritmo nos afecta. Hay 
una sensación agridulce en aquello que nos mantiene atascados en el scroll. Las imágenes que to-
camos se emparentan con nosotres, pero siempre como un recuerdo que ya se está desvaneciendo. 
Embelesades por este recuerdo basado en imágenes, la imagen turbulenta es algo que nos confunde, 
pero que al mismo tiempo no podemos dejar de mirar. Nos hemos acostumbrado a que todo esté en 
perpetuo movimiento, siempre en bucle — hay múltiples vídeos siendo reproducidos ahora mismo 
cerca de nosotros. Este ensayo visual pretende generar nuevas preguntas sobre cómo la era del 
vídeo vertical está afectando a nuestra concepción de recuerdo: ¿qué ocurre entre la imagen-vídeo 
y la consciencia?.
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Abstract

Turmoil image is an immersive compi-
lation of fragments of memories after the 
act of scrolling down a vertical video-base 
social media. The interaction with the phone 
as a device of image consumption leaves 
the user with mixed feelings because of the 
superposition of time and space: every-
thing is happening everywhere all at once 
and it’s a rhythm that affects us. There’s a 
bittersweetness to it, something that keeps 
us stuck in the scroll. The images we touch 
become attached to us, but always as an 
already fading memory. Enchanted by this 
image based memory, the turmoil image 
is something that makes us confused, but 
at the same time, we can’t stop watching. 
We have become used to everything being 
in perpetual movement, always on loop — 
there are multiple videos being played right 
now somewhere near us. This visual essay 
pretends to generate questions on how the 
vertical video era is affecting our sense of 
memory: what happens between the vid-
eo-image and the conscience?

Key Words: social media,  
image consumption, video, memory, art.
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[Introduction]

Come closer.

A picture is being taken and, on a second thought, the picture becomes a video. The person 
being photographed waits patiently, as the one taking the video snickers at the stillness of the 
person expecting a photo to be taken. The trick gets revealed and there’s a roll of eyes, a sli-
ght punch on the arm and it ends with the laughter of the person holding the phone. The video 
restarts, again and again. Scrolling through the comments, someone says: “I hate it when so-
meone does that to me”. Or someone else says, “Gotta try that with my bf!”

The video described is a video I’ve never watched — I just imagined it. But I have no doubt 
that it exists somewhere in the depths of the Internet. And right now it’s being placed over and 
over again as someone scrolls through it, in a movement that never ceases.

Somehow, the memory of the video I never watched and the ones I witnessed are being pla-
yed as a mashed feeling of continuity. It’s a performative way of feeling the video image.



And it goes on, and on, and on.
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[Loading…]

At night, I dream I see a lot of people in my apartment. They are all talking at the same time 
over each other. My dreams have changed their usual pace over the years —everything is 
frantic now. Everything keeps happening at the same time and there’s movement everywhere.

I have been stuck in the scroll for so long that I have found something between the movement, 
the memory and the still image. There’s an intermedia essence happening in the relationship 
between the three. 

It never stops and there’s always something residual the video leaves behind. A single frame 
that gets stuck in my memory.

Therefore, I dream.
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Memories of the turmoil image shine in emerald light that then turn into shades of purples 
and blue. I watch what is left behind, like the water flowing through a drainpipe leaving limes-
cale over time. I become one with the images and merge myself with the turmoil.

I become the movement and watch how the picture burns underneath the surface of the vid-
eo, 30 frames at a time. Everything looks so fluid and so does the movement that switches 
one video to the next one. A fluid movement of a single finger that keeps the new coming —a 
new layer of memory.

This show is for you, baby.
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The image keeps demanding more. It’s a maximalist expression of the self. The like and the 
dislike hands hold each other by the thumb. Together, they stare into the void.

Is this what you were expecting when you first made your deep dive into the video?

What are you keeping with you?

Is this what you will remember when the dawn of the day comes?
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[Quest complete]

The turmoil image now lives within you.
You will keep expecting the movement and the excitement of the new. You have been introdu-
ced to the game and as long as it keeps being played, the turmoil will never stop.
The phone fits snuggly in your hand and you can hold it close to your chest before you drift off 
to sleep. Lights down as you scroll through your phone, video after video: the texts, their faces, 
their voices, the scenery —everything gets stuck inside you as an already fading memory. 
Things you won’t be able to keep for long. 
You won’t remember what you watched a day from now.
Maybe you won’t even remember this text or the images we created together.
But the turmoil will never leave you behind.
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