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ABSTRACT

The present contribution focuses on six ancient Greco-Roman horoscopes that deal with sexua-
lity and/or eroticism. Special attention is paid to two horoscopes by Antigonus of Nicaea (Antig.
Nic. F2 and F3 in the edition of Heilen 2015): These texts are presented in full with English trans-
lations and diagrams as well as historical, lexical and astrological analyses of their contents. In both
cases, Antigonus’ discussions of sexual details turn out to be in keeping with the astrological tradi-
tion. In addition, they appear to serve the purpose of discrediting the respective natives. By way of
contrast, F1 of Antigonus, the horoscope of Hadrian, is also taken into account, and it is argued that
(and why) Antigonus purposely abstained from making comparable remarks on sexuality in F1.

Ky Worbs: ANTIGONUS OF NicAEA, CEIONIUS RUFIus ALBINUS, CLAUDIUS PTOLEMY, EROTICISM,
HabpriaN  (EMPEROR), HEPHAESTIO OF THEBES, HisTORY, HETEROSEXUALITY, HOMOSEXUALITY,
PamprePIUS OF PANoPoLIS, PEDANIUS Fuscus, Pymiarox, SociAL NORMS, Stoicicsm, PYzIs.

SEXUALIDAD Y EROTISMO EN LOS HOROSCOPOS DE ANTIGONO DE NICEA

RESUMEN

La contribucion presente se centra en seis hordscopos grecorromanos antiguos que tratan
de sexualidad y erotismo. Se presta especial atencion a dos horéscopos de Antigono de Nicea
(Antig. Nic. F2 y F3 de la edicion de Heilen 2015): Estos textos se presentan en su totalidad
con traduccion inglesa y diagramas, asi como con analisis historico, 1éxico y astrologico de
su contenido. En ambos casos las discusiones de Antigono sobre detalles sexuales tienen
que ver con la tradicion astrologica. Ademas, parece que sirven al propdsito de desacreditar
a los respectivos nacidos. También se considera, a modo de contraste, el F1 de Antigono,
el horéscopo de Adriano, y se ha argumentado que (y los motivos) Antigono se abstuvo a
proposito de hacer indicaciones comparables sobre sexualidad en el F1.

ParaBrRAS CLAVE: ANTIGONO DE NIcEA, CEIONIO RUFIO ALBINO, CLAUDIO ToLomEO, EROTISMO,
AprIaANO (EmMPERADOR), HEFESTION DE TEBAS, HisTORIA, HETEROSEXUALIDAD, HOMOSEXUALIDAD,
PamPREPIO DE PANOPOLIS, PEDANIO FUsco, Pyriapos, NORMAS SOCIALES, EsToiscismo, Dysis.
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120 STEPHAN HEILEN

While sexuality and eroticism occupy a large space in the theoretical sections of
Greco—Roman astrological manuals, they are rarely mentioned in the extant practical ap-
plications of astrological theory. Among the more than 300 horoscopes that are preserved
from Greco—Roman antiquity, only six contain astrological discussions of sexual details
of the biographies of the respective natives. They are, in chronological order:

Text 1 Textual characterization (and
Source scholarly identification) of the native
1 Antig. Nlc.(,é?‘olr ag r IA—LI(G):I}}\II, SI)I 18.54-61 a ‘sordid’, lewd homosexual (anonymous)
2 Antig. Nic., F3 ap. Heph., 1118.62—-66 a womanizer
(Hor. gr. 113.1V.5) (Pedanius Fuscus, PIR’ P 198)
3 Val., IT 37.52-55 an effeminate passive homosexual
(Hor. gr. 116.1.21) (anonymous)
4 Val., VII 6.164-192 h 1
(Hor. gr. 142.111.25) a young heterosexual (anonymous)
5 Firm., math. 2.29,10-20 an adulteror (Ceionius Rufius Albinus,
(Hor. lat. 303.111.14) consul 335 CE, PLRE 137 s.v. Albinus 14)
6 Rhet., V113-1 172 alewd person (Pamprepius of Panopolis,
(Hor. gr. 440.1X.29) 440-484 CE, PLRE 11 825-828)

All six are so—called literary horoscopes, preserved as examples in astrological
manuals. The present contribution will be a case—study of the earliest two of these
texts (1 and 2) with occasional references to the other four’.

The two horoscopes in question were written around the middle of the second century
CE by Antigonus of Nicaea. Only fragments of this author’s astrological manual sur-
vive*. We know almost nothing about the author himself, except for his native town Ni-
caea and that he was probably identical with the physician Antigonus of Nicaea, datable
to the same period and author of a medical treatise on antidotes. Most of the astrological
fragments of Antigonus are preserved in a doxographical chapter of the Apotelesmatika
of Hephaestio of Thebes, written in the early fifth century”. This chapter is devoted to

The references in parentheses are to the identifiers of datable horoscopes in the catalogue of Heilen
2015, pp. 204-333 (Greco—Roman section: pp. 213-330).

The authoritative edition is still that of PINGREE, 1976, pp. 144—146. The late David Pingree’s new
edition of Rhetorius is being prepared by the present author for publication.

On text 3, see below, p. 127; on text 4, see below, p. 135; on text 5, see below, n. 72; on text 6, see
below, p. 128.

See the edition of the Greek text with translation and extensive commentary in HeiLEN, 2015.

Heph., IT 18.21-76 and Heph., epit. 4.26,11-66, ed. PINGREE, 1973—1974. Hephaestio was born in
380 CE (see HEILEN, 2015, 297, on Hor. gr. 380.X1.26).
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Sexuality and Eroticism in the Horoscopes of Antigonus of Nicaea 121

the Toyn a&opotuan, i.e., the dignity and social reputation that a native may be expected
to occupy in his life. Hephaestio first quotes from the works of Claudius Ptolemy and
Dorotheus of Sidon. Then he gives various, partly extensive excerpts from the manual
of Antigonus who is said to represent the tradition that goes back to the two legendary
astrological authorities ‘Nechepsos and Petosiris’®. The first three of these excerpts are
horoscopes of anonymous individuals, numbered F1, F2, and F3 in my edition (Heilen
2015). The astronomical data contained in these horoscopes refer to the following birth-
days: 24 January 76 CE (F1), 5 April 40 CE (F2), and 5 or 6 April 113 CE (F3).

Although these horoscopes are, as usual in literary horoscopes, presented anony-
mously, the first and third can be identified with certainty thanks to biographical infor-
mation contained in the texts: F1 (the longest extant horoscope from antiquity) is the
horoscope of emperor Hadrian (76-138 CE), F3 that of his grand—nephew Pedanius
Fuscus. In view of this connection between F1 and F3, F2 is probably the horoscope of
another member of the family or the entourage of Hadrian. This man’s identity, however,
cannot be reliably ascertained, partly because the text does not say at which age and in
which manner he died. Several identifications have been proposed by modern scholars:

a) P. Aelius Hadrianus Afer’, the father of Hadrian;
b) L. Iulius Ursus Servianus®, Hadrian’s brother in law and grandfather of Peda-
nius Fuscus (F3);

¢) L. Licinius Sura’, the second most powerful man in Rome under Trajan;

d) M. Cornelius Nigrinus Curiatius Maternus'’;

e) P. Acilius Attianus'!, a friend of Trajan and together with Trajan tutor of Had-
rian after the early death of Hadrian’s father in 85/86 CE!2,

Heph., II 18.21. On ‘Nechepsos and Petosiris’ see Rynort, 2011, HeiLen, 2011, HEILEN, 2015, pp.
4047 and pp. 539-562.

PIR? A 185 / CaBaLLos RuriNo, 1990, pp. 44f., n° 8. This identification was first suggested by Cra-
mer 1954, 162163, with reference to NEUGEBAUER — VAN HOESEN, 1959, p. 80.

PIR? T 631 (cf. I 569) / CaBaLLOs RUFINO, 1990, pp. 386-388, n° I 30. First suggested by CRAMER,
1954, p. 177.

PIR? L 253 / CaBaLLos RuriNo, 1990, pp. 183—193, n® 103. First suggested by BArNES, 1976.

PIR? C 1604 / CaBaLLos RurmNo, 1990, pp. 349f., n° T 15. First suggested by CaBaLLos RuFINO,
1986, 124.

PIR? A 45 / Caballos Rufino 1990, 31-38, n° 5. First suggested by Caballos Rufino 1990, 35-36.

A sixth, absurd proposal was made by Baknouctg, 2002, p. 178: “L. Ceionus [sic] Commodus, le
futur empereur Commode”.
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122 STEPHAN HEILEN

The most plausible of these identifications is the last, P. Acilius Attianus'. In
view of the certain identifications of F1 and F3, several points need to be empha-
sized: Antigonus was not a court astrologer in Rome but worked somewhere in the
East of the Roman Empire (Alexandria?)'#; there is a significant discrepancy be-
tween his positive picture of Hadrian (F1) and his negative picture of the other two
individuals (F2 and F3); a plausible yet uncertain explanation of this fact is to as-
sume that Antigonus drew his biographical information on all three natives primarily

from Hadrian’s (now lost) autobiography15 .

The first relevant text reads thus'®:

Antig. Nic. F2 ap. Heph., II 18.54-61 (ed. Heilen, 2015, pp. 160—168)

(54) Eoto Tiva Exetv Tov "HAov Ev K pud
nepl poipag 10 opiog Eppod, Terqvnv
&v Advpoig poipg 1€’ opioig Appoditng,
Kpdvov é&v Zoy® mepi poipog k Opioig
Awg  axpovoyov, Aio &v Yopoydm
poipa ¢’ opiog ‘Epuod €n’ dvatoAiic
gpog, Apnv 8¢ &v Kpud mepi poipog 1€
opioig ‘Epuod, Aepoditmv opoimg &v
Kpi® nepi poipag € opioig Adg, Epuijv
8¢ &v Kp1d mepi poipag ¢ opioig Ao,
TOV TPV ETL VO SOV Gvtv: Kol O
uev wpookdmog Koapxivov poipg «d',
10 6¢ Shvov MmooVt Alydkepm poipg
KO', KOl TO HEV VILEPYELOV LEGOVPAVILLOL
Kpiod poipg v, 10 8 vmdyeiov Zoyod '
0IKOOECTOTNGEL TH|G YEVEGEWMS, PNGLV, O
Apng. (55) 1 8¢ tprraia tiig TeEARvng &v

13
14
15
16

(54) Assume that somebody has the
Sun in Aries about 19° in terms of Mercury,
the Moon in Gemini 15°, terms of Venus,
Saturn in Libra about 20°, terms of Jupiter,
in opposition (to the Sun)”,Jupiter in
Aquarius 6°, terms of Mercury, in the
phase of morning Visibilitylg, Mars in
Aries about 15°, terms of Mercury, Venus
equally in Aries about 5°, terms of Jupiter,
Mercury in Aries about 6°, terms of Jupiter,
and besides the three (Mars, Venus, and
Mercury) in the phase of invisibilitylg.And
(assume that) the ascendant (is) in Cancer
24°, the setting point in like manner in
Capricornus 24°, the upper culmination
in Aries 10°, the lower (culmination) in
Libra 10°. The ruler of the nativity, he
(Antigonus) says, will be Mars. (55) The

For detailed argument in support of this assertion, see HEILEN, 2015, pp. 1040-1042.

See my arguments in HEILEN, 2005, p. 61, and HEILEN, 2015, p. 54.

See HEILEN, 2005, pp. 61-64, and HEILEN, 2015, p. 55.

My English translation partly follows NEUGEBAUER — vAN HOESEN (1959) and Scumipt (2009). All

round brackets in my translations of F2 (here) and of F3 (below) contain words that elucidate the
meaning of the Greek text without having lexical equivalents in it. A different, emic translation of
all three horoscopes of Antigonus of Nicaea will become available in HEILEN (forthcoming).

17
18
19

Literally: (rising) at nightfall.

L.e., less than 15° apart from the Sun.

L.e., more than 15° (and less than 120°) apart from the Sun.
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Kapkive Eotar, 1 Bdopaia &v [apHéve,
1 0& TEGGOPOKOGTAIN £V ZKOPTI®.

(56) O oVtwcéymvTovcdoTépagEaTtal
TPOPUVIG €K TPOPOVAV, EEOVGLUGTIKOG
Kol TOAAOVG KOAGL®V, TOALYPT|LOTOC,
G01KOG LT KOTNYOPOVUEVOG: TOALYPN-
potog pev dud 1o tpiywvov (Kpovov kai
A0g kol ZeAvng €v 1@ avT® Ovimv),
G01K0G 0 U1 KOTNYOPOVUEVOS d10L TNV
00 Apemg koi ‘Eppod otdoty émi tod pe-
GOVPAVILATOS AUPOTEPOV OVI®V VITOD-
YOV, TPOEAVNG 8& d10 TO TOVG & AoTEPOG
€V T(® LLECOVPOVILLOTL TUYYAVELY Kol TV
TPOYEVOLEVI)V GUVOOOV €V TR 00T Ye-
vevilaOar (@dim. 00 yap WKpd SOVOLIC
€0TV 1] TPOYEVOUEVT] GUVOOOC, OmOTAY
KOt KEVTPOV TOYN, LAAIGTO TO OPOGKO-
odVv 1] TO LEGOLPAVILLAL.

(57) Ipog 8¢ tag Onielog pigelg dv-
EMIGTPOPOG TVYYAVEL KOl PLTTAPOS TPOG
TOG APPEVIKAG UAAMOTA HEV O10 TO TOV
Apea petd thg Aepoditng kol Eppod
mv otdow £xetv év Kpud doelyel
6vit xoi opdcOor TV A@poditnv
€k Jwpétpov Vmd Kpdvov, mpocétt
T@ TAVTOG 0VTOVG TOVG AGTEPUG £V
appevikoig {mdiolg elvar.

(58) 0 8¢ "HMog €mi tod idiov bydpo-
TOG @V Kol €1 TOD HEGOVPAVILOTOC KOl
S0PLEOPOVUEVOG TTOPA TE TMV TPOAVT|-
VEYUEVOVY 0TOD AOTEPWV EV TE TM AT
Lmdim kol Tod Atog &V Y dpoyo® (Gel yop
dopvpopodoty Emg <THG> TETPOYDOVOL

123

third day of the Moon will be in Cancer, the
seventh in Virgo, the fortieth in Scorpiozo.

(56) He who has the stars in this way
(at his birth) will be distinguished among
those who are distinguished, a person
of authority and punisher of many, very
wealthy, unjust but not accused: very
wealthy due to the trigon because Saturn,
Jupiter and the Moon are in it, unjust but not
accused because of the positions of Mars
and Mercury on the midheaven!, both
being under the rays”?, and distinguished
because the four stars happen to be on the
midheaven and the preceding conjunction
(of Sun and Moon) took place in the same
sign. For the preceding conjunction has
no little power when it happens to be at
a center, especially the ascendant or the
midheaven.

(57) And he (the native) happens to be
indifferent to female intercourse and sordid
with regard to male intercourse, first and
above all because of the position of Mars
together with Venus and Mercury in Aries,
which (zodiacal sign) is lewd, and because
Venus is looked upon by Saturn from
opposition, and in addition because they,
the (seven) planets, are all in male signs.

(58) And the Sun being in its own
exaltation and on the midheaven and
attended by the planets which precede
it in the same sign as well as by Jupiter
in Aquarius — for always the stars which
precede the Sun up to quartile position

0 Le., respectively at 15° Cancer, Virgo, and Scorpio (one, three, and five full signs apart from the

natal Moon).
21

22

Le., in the 10th place of the dodecatropos.

I.e., Mars and Mercury are near the Sun and therefore invisible.
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OTAGEMG TN TPOUVIIVEYUEVNG) AAUTPOV
kol &voolov t0 0éua dmnetélecev. (59)
opoimg kai 1 ZeAnvn adéovoa &v Tpry®-
vik@® oynuott tpdg 1 Kpovov kai Ala
gvdaipova Kol ToALYPNUATOV ATEPYA-
oato Koi Tf] Totpidt moAld avadnuato
Kol dmpeag mapéyovra. (60) un Aabétwm
8¢ o€ UNde ToUTO MG TOV AGTEP®V HVIMV
nhvtov 1j Tdv mhsictov &v idiolg {pdiolg
1} 10015 GVUPaivel TOLETV AEIMUATIKODG
Kol EMGNUOVG BvOpoC.

(61) Oi 98¢ {wtwkoil tOovTOL YPOVOL
yvopilovtal amo tg tod HAlov dpécemc
£€mG TG TETPAYDOVOL 0OTOD GTAGEMG O10L
70 elvar anTov &V EmKaipe TOmE Kol TV
TPOYEVOUEVIV GUVOSOV &V TA ovTd (-
ol yeyevijoOat.

ASC

STEPHAN HEILEN

attend it as spearbearers — made the
nativity magnificent and illustrious.
(59) In like manner the Moon, waxing
in the trigonal configuration with Saturn
and Jupiter, also made (him) fortunate
and very wealthy and a person who
provided many dedications and gifts to
his fatherland. (60) And let this, too, not
escape your notice: When all or most
of the planets are located in their own
zodiacal signs or places, it follows that
they produce dignified and notable men.

(61) And one gains knowledge of the
length of life of this (man) from the releasing
of the Sun and from its square position,
because it (the Sun) is in an opportune place
and the preceding conjunction (with the
Moon) occurred in the same sign.

MC

IMC

oCC

Fig. 1: Antig. Nic. F2 (Hor. gr. 40.1V.5)
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Sexuality and Eroticism in the Horoscopes of Antigonus of Nicaea 125

In F2 § 57, the section that matters to us, Antigonus asserts that the native was
indifferent to female intercourse and describes his sexual inclination as a ‘sordid’
interest in male partners. The term pvmapog has been studied by Weische (2003)
who analyzed its literal, metonymical and metaphorical uses in the Greek koine.
Weische pays special attention to the strict distinction between metonymy and meta-
phor as introduced by the Stoics, and he recognizes antonymy as the most important
criterion to structure a semantic field*>. This approach allows him to identify three
antonymies: at the literal level, pvmapog — xaBapdc / kabdpioc meaning ‘dirty’ as
opposed to ‘clean’; at the metonymical level, purapdc — Aaumnpog meaning ‘poor’ as
opposed to ‘splendid’, and at the metaphorical level, pvrapog — kabapdc / kabdaplog
meaning ‘morally reprehensible’ as opposed to ‘morally noble’. The literal and the
metonymical meanings are connected to the material quality of garments which can
be described either as such (literal) or with reference to the social status of those who
wear the garments (metonymical); in other words: the metonymical meaning con-
stitutes a shift within the same semantic field**. The metaphorical meaning, instead,
has nothing to do with the material quality of garments but with the abstract quality
of the soul, which is an entirely different semantic field. This metaphorical use of
purapdg is paramount in authors such as Philo of Alexandria and Epictetus who have
a keen interest in religious and moral instruction.

All three semantic levels of pvmapdc can be found in Greek astrological litera-
ture. One example for each of them will suffice:

a) literal: Dor., p. 409,23-24 Pingree (on recovering a stolen good): Kpdvov 6¢&
[sc. Op®VTOG] TaPd SOVAMKD TPOCAHOT® T £V CKOTEWVD TOT® 1| VYP®D 1| PLTOPD KTA.
(“if Saturn casts an aspect, the object has been stolen by a slave or is currently in a
dark, wet or dirty place’);

b) metonymical: Ptol., apotel. 3.14,11 évavting 8¢ Kol addEmg Keipevog [sc. O
Kpovog motel] pumapoie, pikpordyoug, pikpoyvyoug (“but if his position is the opposite
and without dignity, he makes them sordid, petty, mean—spirited”, trans. Robbins 1940,
341). This is the only attestation of pvmapodg in Ptolemy’s work. It occurs in his chapter
on the quality of the soul as an effect of Saturn as ruler of the soul®> in a disadvantageous
position. According to Weische, the adjective here denotes a petty character®®.

3 WEIscHE, 2003, p. 204.
24

25
26

See WEIscHE, 2003, p. 201, with an example from the New Testament (Iac. 2,2).
More on this concept on p. 140 below.

WEIscHE, 2003, p. 207 (“eine ‘niedrige’, ‘kleinliche’ Gesinnung”).
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126 STEPHAN HEILEN

c¢) metaphorical: Dorotheus writes in a section on marriage (Ilepi yépov) which
is extant in the original hexameters that neither Venus nor the Moon should be in a
tropical sign at the time of a wedding because Venus then makes the wife extremely
lewd, sordid, one who takes pleasure in secret adultery, while the Moon makes the
marriage short—lived: &v tpomik®d 6¢ | {om unodé vo Kompig €ot 1018 unde TeAnqvn:
| Kbmpig payArotdrny tedyel pumopny te dauapta | Onoel popidiolsty dpeokopuévny
Aeyéeoay, | 1 8€ Kev 00 ypovinyv vV OTAGELE Tervn’’. In Latin astrological texts,
the metaphorical equivalents of pvmapog and dxaBapbog are sordidus and impurus.
Again, they refer to sexuality and are connected with moral reproach®®.

The occurrence of pumapodg in Antig. Nic. F2 clearly belongs to the third, meta-
phorical type. It remains, however, to be assessed what exactly Antigonus found
sordid and blameful. To this purpose, we must examine the remainder of this little
paragraph (F2 § 57) step by step, beginning with Antigonus’ reference to Mars being
together with Venus and Mercury ( tov "Apea peta g Appoditng kai ‘Eppod).

In astrological predictions concerning heterosexuality, Mars symbolizes the man as
opposed to Venus who symbolizes the woman?’. In predictions on homosexuality, Mars
symbolizes the older lover (épaotrc) as opposed to Mercury who symbolizes the young-
er beloved male (épdpevog). See, for instance, Dor., p. 356,8 on those who have “Mars
together with Mercury’ (6 "Apng ovv ‘Eppi)): maudepactai ot totodtot. This condition is
fulfilled in F2 because Mars and Mercury are here located in the same zodiacal sign and
are therefore symbolically united. Firmicus Maternus offers another relevant passage in
his chapter De puerorum amatoribus where he writes (math.7.15,2): si Mars et Mercu-
rius domicilia sua mutaverint [...], puerorum amatores efficient [...]30. hoc idem faciunt
et si in Martis domo simul fuerint. The last sentence is applicable to F2°!.

27
28

Dor., p. 392,5 PINGREE ap. Heph., 111 9.4.

The earliest astrological attestations are in Firmicus’ Mathesis: See Firm., math. 2.10,2 Aries est
signum [...] inpurum libidinosum [...]; math. 5.2,4 si Venus in ipsis [i.e. Saturni] partibus fuerit
inventa, circa venereos coitus sordidos faciet; math. 5.2,11 si Saturnus in ipsis [i.e. Veneris] finibus
fuerit inventus [ ...], faciet inpuros inpudicos sordidos et miserae libidinis vitiis inplicatos, et qui ad

naturales coitus venire non possint, sed qui contra naturam praepostero libidinis furore rapiantur.

2 See, for example, Ptol., apotel. 4.5,15 kai kaBOLov 3¢ mavrodamny Tva S1dbecty mpog T appodicta

EEoVoLY, £ LEV TAV AvOPDV amtd ToD 10D Apeng mokeyopedo and ibid. 4.5.18 £mi 8¢ TGV yovakdV
TOV TG AQPOditNG EMOKETTEOV.

30 Cf. Dor., p. 343,8-10: Apng ol ‘Epuiig évarld&avtes Tovg oikovg GAMA®V 1} TETpay®VIicavTEg

OAAYAOVG T} OLOETPGUVTEG TALOEPUTTAG TOLOVOLV.

31 Other tenets that associate the couple of Mars and Mercury with pederasty can be found in Val., IV

25.5 and Firm., math. 7.15,1.
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But what is, according to Antigonus, the function of Venus in the present align-
ment? Passages from ancient astrologers show that when Venus occurs in predictions
on homosexuality and especially on pederasty, she does not symbolize a woman or

any other specific human being but sexuality in the abstract sense’”.

Next, the sign of Aries is characterized as doeiyég (‘lewd’, ‘lascivious’). The
signs that belong to this category are traditionally Aries, Taurus, Capricornus and
Pisces>>. The most lewd sign is, for ancient astrologers, that of Aries because it
contains the highest number of single degrees that supposedly cause lewdness™.
According to the anonymous treatise De stellis fixis these degrees produce individu-
als that are described in reproachful terms as turpia facientes, adulteros, impudicos,

cinaedos, fornicatores impudicos etc.>

In the present case the lewdness of the native is enhanced by the fact that Mars
is not only located in a lewd sign but is also the lord of that sign because Aries is
the astrological night house of Mars. A similar intensification due to the position
of the lord of a lewd sign is found in our third text (Hor. gr. 116.1.21) where Valens
describes the native thus (II 37.53-55): 6 kAfipog Thg TOYNG AlyoképmTt, O daipmv
Yxopmim: TovTolg NvovTIOONGAV 0l KOKOTOol. £YEVETO HOAAKOC, GPPNTOTOLOC:
Kol yap 0 Alydkepmg dceAyNc, Kol 0 TovTov KVplog Tavpw, TadnTk®d (@die. Kol
Yxopmiog TOV tpomov ti|g doelyeiog dnrol. (‘The Lot of Fortune in Capricornus,
the Daimon in Scorpio. To these (lots) the maleficent [sc. stars Mars and Saturn]
were in opposition’®. He became effeminate and practiced unmentionable vices, for
Capricorn is lascivious and its ruler [sc. Saturn] was in Taurus, a passive sign37. And
Scorpio indicates the kind of lasciviousness [i.e., sexual® 8]’.

32 Such passages do not even require explicit references to Mars: cf. Dor., p. 343,6—7 = Rhet., V 66,1
=CCAG VI 4 (1921), p. 194,10-11 (cf. Dor. arab., II 7.2). See also Rhet., V76,2 = CCAG VIII 4
(1921), p. 198,18-19, and Firm., math. 3.6,20.

33

The earliest attestation concerns Dorotheus (Dor. arab., II 7.5). Some later Greek astrologers men-
tion this or that additional sign. On the whole topic, see HUBNER, 1982, pp. 215-216 (n°® 4.331).

HUBNER, 2005, p. 29.
HUBNER, 1995, 1, p. 136, table 20.

See the diagram in NEUGEBAUER — VAN HOESEN, 1959, p. 224.

34
35
36

37 The translation of NEUGEBAUER — VAN HOESEN, 1959, p. 112: “Taurus, the sign (which indicates the

kind of) weakness” is wrong. Taurus is classified as a female and passive sign; cf. HUBNER, 1982,
pp. 152-156 (n° 3.31) and p. 212 (n°® 4.222.32).

This is because in zodiacal melothesia, to which the same chapter of Valens is devoted, Scorpio is
assigned to the sexual organs (see Val., I1I 37.15).

38
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In addition to the lewdness of Aries, the native is, according to Antigonus, also
inclined to ‘sordid” homosexuality because of the opposition of Saturn to Venus (kai
opacOor v Aepoditny éx dapétpov Vo Kpdvov). This is geometrically true if one
counts entire zodiacal signs, as usual in early horoscopes™ .

There is an interesting parallel in a later Greek horoscope, that of Pamprepius of
Panopolis (Rhet., V 113—117 = Hor: gr- 440.1X.29, our text 6). It contains a short para-
graph on the native’s lewdness (Ilepi tiic Goehyeioc) which runs thus (Rhet., V 116)*:

Opa. TOV KOPLOV TOD MPOCKOTOV Kol
TOV KAfpov Tiig TG Kai Tod daipovog
&v aoelyel (ol EumentoKOTAG GAAL

‘Pay attention to the lord of the ascendant
[=5, because ASC = 23° 30’ a~] and to the
lot of Daimon [20° 34’ 63| which fall [each]

in a lewd zodiacal sign. But certainly the
lewdness was also caused by the opposition
of Saturn [25° %] to Venus [26° m,], who
was in a house of Mars, and by Saturn’s
own position in a house of Venus.’

on koi 10 dwpetpelv Kpdvov mpog
A@poditny olkm Apemc <ovcov> Kol
Kpdvog oik® Appoditng tv acélysiov
dme<tpyaoavo®’.

All three criteria that Rhetorius mentions in his second sentence correspond to
those in Antig. Nic. F2: the opposition of Saturn to Venus, the position of Venus in a
house of Mars, and the position of Saturn in a house of Venus. The doélysio, which
is in both cases explained thus matches a tenet of Dorotheus who is reported to have
taught that Appodit oikoig Kpdvov 1 Apewg vrt’ adtdv Oewpovpévn doehyeic motel.
i Appoditn koi ‘Epuiic kai Apnge fewpficavieg GAAAoVC doehyeic Tolodow*2. The
conditions in Dorotheus’ first sentence are fulfilled in F2. Altogether, the interpreta-
tion of the alignment in F2 as producing a lewd individual is in compliance with
comparable astrological texts.

Another text that deserves our attention at least in passing is from Ahmad ibn
Yisuf’s Arabic commentary on sentence 95 of the pseudo—Ptolemaic Centiloquium™ .
This text from the 10" century illustrates lewdness caused by the combined effects
of Aries and Saturn. It does so through a case study that has no parallel in ancient
literature as far as the confession of secret sexual desires is concerned. Ahmad re-

39
40
41
42
43

The exact distance between Venus (5° V) and Saturn (20° =az) is here 165°.

Our texts 1, 3 and 6 are the only extant ancient horoscopes which mention lewd signs.
Dubitanter emendavi.

Dor., p. 343,12-14 = Rhet., V 66,5-6 = CCAG VIII 4 (1921), p. 194,16-18; cf. Dor. arab., I1 7.5.

1 follow the Italian translation of MARTORELLO — BEzzA, 2013, pp. 225-227, using some expressions
from the English translation of LEmay, 1980, p. 132.
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ports that he had an acquaintance in whose horoscope the first degree of Aries was
ascending and various astrologically important positions in the chart fell in terms of
Saturn. Ahmad saw a sordid lewdness prefigured in that man’s horoscope, but con-
trary to his astrologically based expectation, the man was dressed in clean clothes
and perfumed. When Ahmad asked him about the seeming contradiction between
his horoscope and his exterior appearance, the man revealed a great inner tension:
He felt tortured by the desire to spend the night with a black woman or a black man,
preferably the latter, wrapped in a coarse blanket of sheep hair**. At the same time
the man swore by God that he hated his own homosexual desire and did not yield to
it, nor did he reveal it to his social environment.

The clear moral condemnation of lewdness in this text has a long tradition in astro-
logical texts. It can be traced back with certainty to the second century CE. Whenever
Ptolemy, Antigonus’ contemporary, uses the terms dceAync, doélyelound doeryaivery,
he does so in negative predictions and in combination with adjectives such as aioypo6g
(‘shameful’), axéBaproc (‘impure’), Enoveidiotog (‘disgraceful’), etc.* Valens pro-
vides further relevant contemporary attestations™®. Interestingly, the combination of
aoeiyng and aioypodg is unattested before ca. 100 CE, even if one broadens the per-
spective to the whole spectrum of Greek literature*’. The reason for this is probably the
development of sexual morals under the Roman emperors in which Stoic philosophy
exercised a strong influence in favor of self—control, especially control of passions.

44 Lemay, 1980, p. 132, translates “goat’s hair”, but see the commentary of MARTORELLO — BEzzA,

2013, p. 347.

Cf. Ptol., apotel. 3.14,17 who writes that when Saturn and Venus together hold the dwkodeomoteia
g wouyifc and are located inconveniently with respect to the centers etc., they produce Adyvoug,
GGEAYEIC, aioypomolovs, Adpopovg Kol akaddptovg Tpog Tag cuvovsiog KTA. (“loose, lascivious,
doers of base acts, undiscriminating and unclean in sexual relations”; trans. RoBBins, 1940, p. 345).
See also ibid. 3.14,30 (on Mars and Venus in the same circumstances): puyo@OGApovs, Adyvoug,
KoTopepels, Adapopovg, docHpTag, HOYIKOVS, VPPLOTES, WeuoToG, SOAOTAOKOVG, VTovoDevTig
oikeiwv te kai GAhotpimv, 0&els duo Kol mpookopelg Tpog Tag Embupiog, Stapbopels yovak®dv Kot
nopBévay, ... kail doekyaivovtag and also apotel. 3.15,12 6 pév tod Kpdvov cupmpooyevopevog €mi 10
acekyéotepov Kol AkofopToTEPOV 1j Kol ETOVELSIGTOTEPOV EKAOTM TAV EKKEWLEVMV TEPVKE GUVEPYELV.

45

46 Val., II 37.17 yvvoikeg Kovviat, tpiddec, doekyeic: Aotpevtikol, aicyponowol. 11 41.6 doelyeis

te Kol €naioypovg yevopévous. IV 25.9 éav 6¢ mog 0 100 Kpdvov cov 16 Tilg Appoditg Kol Ti

ZeAvn ocoumopt] fj Empoptupnon, aloyp®v Kai Aoely®V Epymv EpActY, £t Te APPEVIKDY Kol OnAvkdV

yoyifovrat kot mepPonciog VIOUEVOLGLY 1} HETAVOODVTEG AVTIGTPERTODGLY VIO TOD TAOOLG VIKDUEVOL.
47 The earliest attestation is in Plutarch where it occurs again in the context of sexual licentiousness.
See Plutarch’s comparison of Aristophanes and Menander (p. 854D): ovdevi yap 6 dvOpomog Eotke
HETPL® TV TTOINGV YeYpaPEVaL, AALL TO LEV aioypd Kol AoghyT] TOlg dkoldoTolg, Ta PAGoeNua 88
Kol TKpa Tolg fackdvolg kol Kokondeotv.
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Antigonus’ last argument in F2 § 57 is that the planets are all located in male
signs (T® mavtag odTodg ToVg AoTépag &v dppevikoic (mdiolc etvar). It is not clear,
however, what this is supposed to explain: the native’s homosexuality? or its being
‘sordid’? The anaphoric pronoun avtovg leaves it open if ‘they, the (aforementioned)
stars’ are only those four that had been mentioned in the previous lines of § 57 (i.e.,
Mars, Venus, Mercury, and Saturn) or if the reference is to all seven celestial bodies
that had been mentioned in the systematic exposition of the astronomical data in § 54
and that actually happen to be all seven located in male signs. While both interpreta-
tions are possible, I prefer the latter.

One additional problem is that Antigonus’ contemporary Ptolemy would take the
presence of all planets in male signs as indicative of a strong sexual orientation kotd.
@Vowv, according to nature. It is important to remember that for Ptolemy the four
planets that indicate sexuality are Sun, Moon, Mars and Venus. When Sun and Moon
are both located in a male zodiacal sign, he says, the effect is an unusually strong hetero-
sexual inclination (Ptol., apotel. 3.15,7 OmepPdidlovot Tod katd ¢vov). When also Mars
and Venus happen to be in male signs, the heterosexual inclination becomes extreme
(apotel. 3.15,8): mpoOg TG KOTA UGV GUVOLGIOG YIVOVTOL KOTOPEPEIG KOl LOTYIKOL Kol
axopeotot (“the males become addicted to natural sexual intercourse, and are adulterous,
insatiate”; trans. Robbins, 1940, p. 369). This seems to be the opposite of Antigonus’
point of view, in the sense that Ptolemy would interpret the present horoscope (F2) as
that of a wild, very active heterosexual man. Hence, we must choose between two dif-
ferent explanations: Either Antigonus and Ptolemy have contradictory views on the as-
trological prerequisites of homosexuality or Ptolemy’s repeated expression kotd UGV
does not simply and exclusively mean heterosexuality. It turns out that the latter of these
two explanations is correct. Unlike in modern western morality with its Judeo—Christian
background, pagan Greek ideas about what is natural (kotd Vo) and what is not natu-
ral (mapa Oowv) did not primarily focus on the gender of the sexual partners but rather on
the distribution of active and passive roles during sexual intercourse. Konstan (1997, p.
166) concludes his analysis of the conventional values in Greek astrological texts, espe-
cially in the paraphrases of Dorotheus, thus: “Greek homoeroticism was asymmetrical:
the distinction between the active and receptive partners was qualitative.” Even more il-
luminating is the result of a similar study by Winkler (1990, p. 70): “The calculus of cor-
rectness operated not on the sameness/difference of the genders but on the dominance/
submission of the persons involved.” See also Cantarella (2002, p. 221), on “the pagan
contrast between activity and passivity, which identified manliness with the assumption
of the active sexual role, either with women or with men (and which had informed the
morality of the Greeks as well as of the Romans, albeit in completely different ways)”.
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These statements are confirmed by Ptolemy who explicitly associates masculinity
with the active role in sexuality and femininity with the passive role: He speaks of 10
gmovopov [...] thg yoyfic Kol dpactikdtepov (apotel., 3.15,8) and of 10 OnAvkdTepov
Kol 10 KotootaAtikatepov (ibid. 3.15,11). This is also why the expression mapad
@Vowv is by Ptolemy limited to passive homosexuality, which is in his view to be
expected in the extreme degree when the luminaries and Mars and Venus are, in a
man’s nativity, all four located in female signs. The opposite extreme occurs when
in a woman’s nativity Sun, Moon, Venus and Mars are in male signs: such a woman
will be a lesbian usurping the male role in sexuality.

There are numerous passages from Dorotheus, Pseudo—Manetho and Vettius Va-
lens which show clearly that this focus on the active and passive roles and the cor-
responding astrological interpretation of Sun, Moon, Mars and Venus in male or
female signs was not just Ptolemy’s view but common thinking among astrologers
of the first and second centuries CE*.

We may therefore assume that every astrologer of the time of Antigonus would
have interpreted the chart of F2 as indicating a man with very active, dominant
sexuality. Ptolemy would apply the following, interesting distinction to a case like
the present one in which the native has Sun, Moon, Mars and Venus in male signs
of his horoscope: If in such a case Mars and Venus are located on different sides
of the Sun, the man will be bisexual and very active, but not psychologically ill;
if, however, Mars and Venus are both on the same side of the Sun, more precisely:
preceding it, then the native will suffer from a disease of the soul and be exclusive-
ly homosexual and have very dominant sex with male partners of any age (Ptol.,
apotel. 4.5,17): éov 8¢ AueOTEPOL €MOL, TPOG TG TOLOIKA LOVO VOOT|LATMOELS,
appeVIKAV 0& Oviov tdv (®dinv kol tpog tacav dppévav NAkiay. This tenet is
fully applicable to F2. In other words: Ptolemy and Antigonus would arrive at the
same result, namely that the native of F2 has no interest in women but is strongly
active as a homosexual® .

This has the interesting consequence that Antigonus’ characterization of the na-
tive as sordid can not be explained with passive homosexuality. We must assume that

48 Much of the relevant material is quoted in a forthcoming (MHNH, 15) article of Juan Francisco Mar-

tos. One relevant passage is Val., I 37.52-55 (Hor: gr. 116.1.21) on which see p. 127 above.

49" While their conclusions would be the same, their methods are different in one noteworthy respect: What

Antigonus explains through the position of Mercury (probably in keeping with the astrological tradition)
is by Ptolemy explained through the positions of Mars and Venus relative to the Sun, thus making not
only male but also female homosexual relations predictable. For details, see HEILEN, 2015, p. 1119.
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Antigonus thought of another reason. It is possible, but beyond proof, that Antigonus
thought that the native of F2 had sexual partners of low social status, such as slaves
or male prostitutes. His reasoning would than be similar to the following passage of
Firmicus (math. 6.15,14): Si Saturnus et Venus diametra se radiatione respexerint,
<et> in contrariis constituti locis longa se invicem virium suarum potestate pulsaver-
int, facient homines lupanaribus deditos promiscua libidinum <cupiditate> scorta
sectari, ut ex hoc cum magna nota gravi pulsentur infamia. Although Firmicus does
not use the adjective sordidus or a similar one, we are obviously dealing with similar
conditions and a similar moral condemnation as in Antig. Nic. F2.

It is now time to come to the horoscope of Pedanius Fuscus, Hadrian’s grand—
nephew (Antig. Nic. F3). This young man was executed in the late 130s CE together
with his grandfather L. Tulius Ursus Servianus (Hadrian’s brother in law) at the em-
peror’s command not much before Hadrian died of a severe illness. It is clear that
Hadrian did not want these two relatives to survive him and potentially to succeed

him in the power. The text reads thus:

Antig. Nic., F3 ap. Heph., I 18.62—66 (ed. Heilen, 2015, 168—174)

(62) Kal tpitng 0¢ GAANC yevéoemc
TIVOC pvnuovevel obtwg, Ov enot &m
OAEOpw 1@ Tt Bl xol TOV TaTépwv
veyevijoOat mepl o ke’ £tog. (63) TOV pev
"HAov kol 1oV Opockomov eiye &v Kpid,
Zemvnv év Tavpw, Kpovov év Kpud
UETO MUEPOG TPELG €Ml DG AVUTOATG
MV @aotv molovuevov, Epuijv opoimg v
Kpud émi £dag dvoewg, Ala &v Tyboowv
EQag  AvatoAflg, Aepoditny év
Ty0bcwv ént otnprypod Edov, Apesa <év>
Yopoyow £€mi AvatoAfic €ac. O KAf-
pog tijg Toyng &ig Tadpov mintel. oiko-
deomotnoel, enoiv, 0 Tod Apewc AoTnp
ThG yevéoemg. (64) 1 tprraio. TG ZEAVNG
gotal <év> Awdvpolg, M EPdopaio &v
Aéovti, M| Tecoapakootaio £V Zuy®d.

&mi

(65) O 1010070G €K HEYIGTOV YEVOLG
Kol Tpoeovovg, A&y On moTpOg Kol

(62) And he (Antigonus) records as
follows a third, other nativity of someone
who, as he says, was born to destruction
of himself and of his forefathers at about
the age of 25. (63) He had the Sun and
the ascendant in Aries, Moon in Taurus,
Saturn, who made his heliacal rising
three days later, in Aries, Mercury in like
manner in Aries in the phase of morning
invisibility, Jupiter in Pisces in the phase
of morning visibility, Venus in Pisces at
morning station, Mars in Aquarius in the
phase of morning visibility. The Lot of
Fortune falls in Taurus. The ruler of the
nativity, he says, will be Mars. (64) The
third day of the Moon will be in Gemini,
the seventh in Leo, the fortieth in Libra.

(65) He who had such characteristics
was from a very important and distin-
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unTpog, évdootatoc pév, Platobova-
toag 8& ovTog Yap EAmidov peydimv
vevoueEVOC Kol dok@v on €nl Pactieiov
EMDETV, KakOPoVAOG YEVOLEVOG TTEPL TO
ke’ €10g €0(AAN Kol &v Katnyopig Tpog
OV Paciiéa yevopevog avnpedn petd
Tvog mpecPfotov TOV TOD YEVOULS -
00 (év OPoAf] Kol avTod YEVOUEVOL
U avToV, TPOC O ETL TAOV GO TOD YEVOLS
a0ToD TAVTOV S 0DTOV TOTEWVDG AmMA-
AOYLEVOV).

(66a) TO p&v oDV TpoPaAVH odTOV Ye-
vevijoOoat 010 TO Tov "HAov €v 1@ wpo-
okOme eivar kol Sopveopgichat, T 8
KakOBovAov yeyevijcOat S TO TOV TOD
‘Eppod xai Kpovov év ’Apemc oike teTv-
MKéEVOL Kot Tva TV Tod YEvoug adtod
YEPOLOV ATOAEGOL 510 TO OVTO GYTLaL, TO
0¢ Kol aOTOV KATOKOTT|VaL 010, TO TNV Lé&-
My givor v Tadpe PELEOKOTOVUEVE
{wdim xal axtivoforelv Tov Apea €ml
TG €mavaeopdg TOD HECOVPAVILLOTOG
dvia, 10 88 kol & avOpdmov eivar
v PAEAPNV S1d O OV Apeo givol dv
avOpwmoedel {modiw.

(66b) "Epmtikdg 8¢ 0 T0100T0G £YyEVe-
TO Kol QIAOHOV<OU>00G, EPMTIKOC UEV
o v Aepodimv kol tov Ala, ¢rro-
LOV<OL>ay0g 08 d1d ToV Apnv Ovrta, €mi
g €mavaeopdc ToD LEGOVPUVILATOG

50

133

guished family, I mean that of his father
and (also that) of his mother, a person of
highest repute, but he died a violent death.
For after this person had developed great
hopes and seemed already to be approach-
ing the kingship, he became ill-advised
around his 25" year and made a mistake.
He was denounced to the emperor with the
consequence that he was killed together
with a certain old man of his family. The
latter had been accused, too, because of
him. Moreover, all members of his family
escaped only after they had lost their privi-
leges because of him.

(66a) That he became distinguished was
because the Sun was in the ascendant and
attended by spear—bearers; that he became
ill-advised because Mercury and Saturn
happened to be in the house of Mars, and
that he destroyed an old man of his family
because of the same configuration (i.e.
Mercury with Saturn); and that he himself
was (with the executioner’s sword) cut
down was because the Moon was in
Taurus, a sign with mutilated limbs,
and because Mars shot a ray (at the
Moon) being on the epanaphora’ 0 of the
midheaven; and that the harm came from
a human being because Mars was in a
human-shaped sign.

(66b) The person with such a nativity
was amorous and fond of gladiators,
amorous through Venus and Jupiter, fond
of gladiators because Mars was on the
epanaphora of the midheaven and Mercury

Le., the following sign (in the sense of daily, clockwise rotation), here: the 11th sign/place.
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kol tov Epuijv 6vta €v oikg 1o Apemg.  was in a house of Mars.

(66¢) 10 8¢ mepi <t0> ke’ ET0g TEOVA- (66c) The fact that he died in a bad
vou odTOV Kak®dG ime 16 Ty dvagopav  manner about his 25th year was, he (An-
givon Tod Tavpov koi Tod Ydpoydov tv  tigonus) said, because of the rising time of
oOTTV 0VGav. Taurus and Aquarius which is the same”".

£

ASC ocCC

I

Fig. 2: Antig. Nic. F3 (Hor. gr. 113.IV.5)

The paragraph that matters for our leading question is F3 § 66b. By character-
izing the young man as épotikog and @iiopovopayog, Antigonus discredits him as
psychologically and morally inadequate for the imperial succession. The fact that
Antigonus characterizes Pedanius thus is not surprising if the assumption that Anti-
gonus’ source for Pedanius’ biographical data was Hadrian’s autobiography is cor-
rect>2. Let us examine each of the two terms separately.

The adjective épwtikog is not necessarily negative, but it can have a negative
ring because erotic passions are counted among the diseases of the soul. Plutarch,

51
52

In the clima of Alexandria, it is 25° of right ascension.

See above, n. 15.
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for instance, classifies them so, writing that épmtikd are very strong and vehement
passions of the soul®>. Several pagan and Christian texts associate erotic inclinations
explicitly with licentiousness (dkoAacio) and madness (pavia), and we equally find
astrological authors who employ the adjective épotucdg in negative contexts 4 In
short, it can certainly be derogatory to be characterized as épwtikodg. One interesting
passage of Dorotheus that is only preserved in paraphrases asserts that when Jupiter
(who normally rules over all the other Olympic gods) is dominated by Venus through
a quartile aspect cast by the planetary goddess to the left, the natives will be épwtixdc
and enthusiastic about women>°. In addition to being the earliest astrological attesta-
tion of the adjective épmtucdc and to bearing witness of its negative quality, this text
also indicates that the adjective usually refers to heterosexual passions. This is (with
only one exception)>® confirmed by the contexts of dozens of later astrological at-
testations including Val., VII 6.164—192 (Hor: gr. 142.111.25, our text 4)°’.

By using the rare compound @itopovopoyoc>t Antigonus does probably not mean
that Pedanius engaged personally in gladiatorial combat: That would have been the
ultimate disgrace for a free-born Roman citizen® ? and Pedanius would have ruined any
hope for the throne already before his allegedly deadly mistake (F3 § 65 éo@dAn). The
sense must rather be that Pedanius displayed an exaggerated interest in watching gladi-
ators and bloodshed, an attitude that was considered blameworthy, too, but far less than
to act and fight personally as a gladiator. “Of the criticisms in ancient literary sources
levelled specifically at gladiatorial games, that which occurs most frequently is that
they mobilised the emotions of the onlookers in such a way as to cloud their reason;

>3 Plut., quaest. conv. 681A 1@V épmTiK@V, 6 01 LEYIGTA KOl GPOJpOTATA TOONUTO THG WOXTIC E0TLY,

apynv 1N Oy Evoidmaotv.
See the quotations in HEILEN, 2015, pp. 1233, 1240 and 1243.
Par. <Dor.> pp. 380,24-25 PINGREE, 1986 (= Val., app. 1,136; see below, n. 62): €i 8¢ 1| Appodit tov

Alo kaBvmeptepel, Epotikol Eoovtal, Tepkarl@dg xoveg €ig yovaikag. The same thought is similarly
transmitted in Dor. p. 348,33-34: i ¢ 1] A@poditn Tov Ala KabvrepTepel, EpTiKol E60VTOL KTA.

54
55

56
57

Heph., 111 9.38 predicts a native who will, under the influence of Mercury, be £paTtikog €ig maidog.

Within that horoscope, see esp. Val., VII 6.165: 1@ ' €161 o0V Emonue yovouki £€gvitevce d1a
eiav kai 86&av kai Tpog GAANV cuvifelav kai Epotikny émbopiav Eoyev (‘in his 18th year he
went abroad with a notable woman because of friendship and expectation [i.e., of advantages for
himself] and in addition to his other intercourse with her he also developed an erotic desire’). The
young man’s desire at his specific age is explained (ibid., VII 6.166) with the position of Venus in
Aquarius, a quickly rising sign (the quick rising supposedly indicates few years of age).

58

59

See the commentary in HEiLEN, 2015, pp. 1233-1235.
WIEDEMANN, 1992, p. 28.
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they made them less rational, less properly human™®. Such a person was obviously not
suitable for positions that require prudent, cool-minded decision-making.

In sum, Antigonus characterizes Pedanius as a youth who subordinates his reason
in at least two respects, eroticism and gladiators, to irrational desires. Such a game-
crazy womanizer (to put it bluntly) is not suitable to become emperor. Not surpris-
ingly, Pedanius is called kaxdpoviog (F3 §§ 65 and 66a).

But what is the astrological explanation of these biographical details, especially
of Pedanius’ being g’pmrllcc')g?61 Antigonus explains the young man’s amorousness
with Venus and Jupiter (€potikog pév 010 v Appoditny kai tov Aia). Conjunctions
of these two astrologically ‘benevolent’ planets are in principle considered to be very
propitious, as various passages from ancient astrological manuals confirm. Suffice it
to quote an extant paraphrase of Dorotheus which asserts, among other details, that
those who are born under conjunctions of Jupiter and Venus are inclined towards an
intense heterosexual sex life (the relevant words are underlined):

2OV 08 T Aepoditn ®V O Zgvg TO TUNTIKOV EmdeikvuTat Kol Toig apiot
KEKOGUNUEVOV KOl TNV Tapd TOAGY @diav, O e dyadogpov Kol evcePeg
Kol GoTelov Kai 1O map Myepdot modevov kol edenpov Aol edkAeéc. oDTOL Koi
€€ Emonpuav vV yovoik@v tov Biov ad&ovov | iepdV TPOGTATEVOLGLY,
Kot g€oymv_6¢ eiol gulépmtec kol molloig yuvaiéiv v ouvovcia yivovtal,
gbyapol te kol edtexvor i un 0pd Kpovog kai ’Apng62.

The principally beneficial quality of conjunctions of Jupiter and Venus is, in the
present case (Antig. Nic., F3), intensified by the positions of both planets in the
sign of Pisces (the astrological exaltation of Venus and the night house of Jupiter)®?
and by the fact that Venus had had her second station — in other words: the end of
her retrogradation — a few days earlier and is, at Pedanius’ birth, accelerating in

60
61
62

WIEDEMANN, 1992, pp. 141-142.
For the astrological explanation of his being ¢pilopovopayog, see HEILEN, 2015, p. 1245.

Par. <Dor.> pp. 378,29-379,2 PINGREE, 1986 (= Val., app. 1.115-116; for my attribution of this
paraphrase to Dorotheus see HEILEN, 2010, p. 136). For the parallel Latin version of this text that is
preserved in Firm., math. 6.23,4-5 and for further parallels see HEILEN, 2015, pp. 1237-1238. The
relevant passage must go back to a common, old, now lost source (‘Nechepsos and Petosiris’?); see
again HEILEN, 2010, esp. p. 136 (with stemma).

63 See Heen, 2015, p. 715 (tab. 15), and p. 737 (tab. 19).
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direct motion®®. This intensification in terms of quantity, however, comes along
with a negative modification in terms of quality because Pisces produces individu-
als that correspond to the restless and (in the hierarchy of living beings) low nature
of fish (Val., I 2.79): oi odv yevvopevol dctatol, dueiporot, &k kokdv eic dyado
petafaalovieg, Epwtikoi, AATPELTIKOL, GoeAYElS, TOoADYovol, OyAkoi. In view of
the rare combination of the roots épmtik- and dogly- in this text®, the reader may
further wish to pay attention to the fact that Pedanius (F3) has the Sun, Saturn and
Mercury in Aries, another doelyég {mdiov (cf. F2 § 57), while in F2 Aries hosts
Sun, Mars, Venus and Mercury. It is likely, therefore, that Antigonus saw, with
respect to erotic and/or sexual licentiousness, parallels between F2 and F3 based
on the qualities of the zodiacal signs.

More detrimental is, however, the astrological circumstance that in F3 Jupiter and
Venus happen to be located in the twelfth place of the dodecatropos whose canoni-
cal characteristics acknowledged by all ancient astrologers are very bad. The twelfth
place is that of enemies, imprisonment, and all kinds of problems. This circumstance
perverts, in the present chart, the powers of the benefic planets Jupiter and Venus and
turns their blessings into the corresponding vices, thus making Pedanius an overall
blameworthy character. For general assertions to this effect see, for example, Val., II
5.2 ot dyaBomoiol &v TovT® @ TOTW [i.€., in the 12" place] oV pepilovot ta Eavtdv
ayaOd and Firm., math. 2.19,13 vitia etiam in hoc loco |...] invenimus. One finds also
specific assertions regarding the twelfth place’s influence on eroticism and sexuality.
Of particular interest is a (now lost) astrological text of uncertain age on the effects
of the planets in the twelve places of the dodecatropos that is indirectly preserved
through Firmicus, Paul of Alexandria and Rhetorius of Egypt. Since all three authors
quote frequently and extensively from that lost text, it must have enjoyed consider-
able reputation and authority among astrologers. The ferminus ante quem for its
composition is the early 4" ¢. CE (Firmicus). Presumably, however, it was much
older so that Antigonus could have known it, too. The passage of that lost text which
is relevant to our purpose predicted, for Venus in the 12% place of male nativities,
men that would suffer much sorrow because of women, as the following synopsis of
the extant testimonia shows:

64
65

See HEILEN, 2015, p. 1155, on F3 § 63 £ni otnprypod édov.

There are only five Greek parallels for this combination, none of them in astrological texts.
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Firm., math. 3.6,25-26

(25) In duodecimo loco Venus
ab horoscopo constituta si in
nocturna genitura sic fuerit
inventa, faciet mulierum cau-

Alex., 24, p. 72,4-6%

‘O 8¢ Agpoditng &nt tovTOoV
70D TOTOL TVYMV S10L YLVaL-
Kelog  mpoedoels  Avmovpé-
VOug Kol Ta0ect  WuylKolg

sa__assiduo _tristitiae _dolore

TEPIKLAMOUEVOVC,  TOVTECTLV

STEPHAN HEILEN

Rhet., V 57.40-42
(=CCAG VIIL 4, 1921, p.
130,14-21)
(40) 'Emti 0¢ 100 KoKodopLo-
vobvtog {mdiov [CCAG: t®
Kkokodaovodvtt {mdim] to-
yodoo 1) Aepoditn VOKTOG d1d
YOVOUK®V _TPOQAUCELS AVTOL-

cruciari. Si sic [exemplo] po-
sitam Mars et Mercurius forti
radiatione respexerit, faciet
ei ab ancillis libidinis cau-
sa frequenter insidias, fa-
cit animi aestus et decernit
instinctu libidinis turpis amo-
ris incendia, alii vero ancillas
matrimoniis sibi iungunt, alii
[sibi] publicas meretrices ge-
nialis sibi tori copulatione
consociant, ex qua causa etiam
filiorum soboles denegatur.

(26) per diem vero in hoc lo-
co posita mulierum _causa

necem vel malae mortis de-
cernit _atrocitatem secundum
naturam qualitatemque  sig-
norum, habet enim haec stel-
la varias, sed quae difficile
inveniri possint, decernendi
potestates.

66
67

Cf. Olymp., 23 p. 75,12—15.

£POTIKOVG  TTOW|OEL.  EMIC-
yovton 6¢ kol dovAoig 1 yn-
ponodc i étonpioty, v ydapv
év dtekvig Satelodoty

€av 08¢ O Vmode&apuevog
oV Thg A@poditng aoté-
po EmikeEVTpog oymuoation,
dovhokoitag Kol Kokoyd-
povg, 0te 8¢ Kol T@v idimv
YOVOIK®YV  TOPOUKOLUGTOGS
TOWOEL.

uévoug <motet>. (41) éav o¢
kortortedn ot vo Kpovov kai
‘Eppod 1| <Apewg> [CCAG:
Apemg] kol mifect woykoig
TEPIKLMOUEVOVG — TOVTEGTLY
€PMOTIKOIC [sic] — <moteT> [om.
CCAG] twveg 8¢ kal dodAog
7 éraipaug Levyvovrar, OV kai
xapwv [CCAG: yapwv koi] €v
atekvio yivovtot.

(42) nMuépog o8¢ TVYODOO
éni 1000e 10D TOMOL KUKGG
kol Poiog &veka yuvoukdv
amolvuévovg  <onuoiver
[CCAG: onpaivel] kotd TV
@V (mdiov Quowny 1610-
mra- €xet 8¢ [CCAG: yap]
mowkilovg kol ducevpétong
N Oed ypnuoticpove, <>
7% kai tér 10d Biov Tpéypota
o0dnynOMoetaL.

<dp™> Ng coni. PINGREE, oic coni. CuMONT (CCAG), g vel vo fi¢ codd.
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Three points deserve our attention:

1. Firmicus and Rhetorius distinguish between day and night births. The second
part of the original (lost) prediction, which was about day births, is missing in Paul’s
adaptation, intentionally, as it seems, because Paul omits the word vuktog in the first
part. In the case of Pedanius we should probably apply the day formula (assuming
that the Sun was rising at his birth), but this assumption cannot be verified because
in F3 Antigonus gives the positions of the ascendant and the Sun (as well as those of
the other heavenly bodies) only with precision to the sign, not to the degree.

2. For night births Paul and Rhetorius predict individuals with abnormal psychic
dispositions in the field of erotics (md0ec1 Yuyikoic TeptkvAlOpEVOLS); they summa-
rize these dispositions using the adjective £épwtikovg.

3. The day formula’s prediction (it is extant in Firmicus and Rhetorius) is even
worse because Venus is then unfavorably located not only with regard to the dode-
catropos but also with regard to her ‘sect’ (aipeoic). This day formula predicts men
who will perish because of women in miserable and violent ways according to the
qualities of the respective zodiacal sign that happens to occupy the twelfth place®®.

Interestingly, our lost old manual also contained a passage on Jupiter in the
twelfth place as is evident from all three witnesses®. The predictions in that pas-
sage, however, seem not to have contained any information pertaining to sexuality or
eroticism. This indicates that Antigonus thought primarily of Venus in the 12" place
as being responsible for Pedanius’ reprehensible erotic inclinations, though prob-
ably not exclusively: If conjunctions of Jupiter and Venus as such, i.e. regardless of
the dodecatropos, are thought to cause intense heterosexual inclinations’’, then this

68 We find a similarly negative prediction regarding Venus in the 12th place in the Demotic papyrus

P. Berlin 8345, col. II1,7-10: “He runs amuck(?) because of a wife. <He> is not permitted to agree
with a woman. He causes mi[sery] during his life. A wife did not customarily ...” (Engl. trans. of
HuahEs, 1986, p. 57; see also the commentary ibid. p. 62 on col. I1,3).

Firm., math. 3.3,22-23; Paul. Alex., 24 p. 71,1315 (cf. Olymp., 23 p. 75,6-9); Rhet., V 57.35-36
(= CCAG VIII 4, 1921, p. 130,1-4). See the synoptic presentation of these texts with commentary
in HEILEN, 2015, p. 1242. The passage of Rhetorius ends with an interesting generalizing statement
(Rhet., V 57.36): mavtote 8¢ 0 0e0g €v toig Lwdiolg TovTolg TuxmV ovk dyadog yeviioetot (‘whene-
ver the god [Jupiter] happens to be in these signs [which happen to coincide with the twelfth place
of different nativities], he will not become beneficial’).

69

70 This is asserted by the paraphrase of Dorotheus quoted above, p. 136 (with n. 62).
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combined effect of both planetary deities must, from an ancient astrological perspec-
tive, be perverted when the conjunction happens to take place in the twelfth place of
the dodecatrop0s71.

It is further possible that Antigonus considered Venus as being Pedanius’ ruler of
the soul. Even if the astrological concept of an oikodeondtng Thg Woyig is attested
in no other source than Ptol., apotel. 3.14 (this chapter contains five references of
which two are quoted by Heph., I115), it is unlikely that Ptolemy himself invented
the concept and coined the technical term. Be this as it may, Ptolemy makes the ruler
of the zodiacal sign of Mercury lord of the rational part of the soul and the ruler of
the zodiacal sign of the Moon lord of the irrational part of the soul (i.e. of the seat of
erotic inclinations). Consequently, there will be either one or two rulers of the soul
in each individual chart, depending on the positions of Mercury and the Moon. In F3
Ptolemy would assign the rulership of the rational part of the soul to Mars (because
Mercury is in Aries) and that of the irrational part to Venus (because the Moon is
in Taurus). The effects of the rulers of the soul depend, according to Ptolemy, on
whether the rulers are favorably or unfavorably located. He mentions épwtikovg
three times in the relvant chapter, first in apotel. 3.14,25 with regard to Jupiter and
Venus in unfavorable positions, next in apotel. 3.14,29 for Mars and Venus in favora-
ble positions, and last in apotel. 3.14,33 for Venus alone in unfavorable positions.
Since only Venus plays a role in all three predictions, she (and not Mars or Jupiter)
must, in Ptolemy’s view, be the cause of épmtikotg, and this effect is obviously not a

good one in his view because it is always connected with unfavorable conditions’>.

However, Antigonus’ rationale cannot have been exactly the same as Ptolemy’s
because then the rulers of the soul in F3 would, as already mentioned, be Mars in the
11" place and Venus in the 12", with the consequence that Venus would not just pro-

7 Compare the general statement of Rhetorius on Jupiter in the 12th place quoted in n. 69. Note also

that Jupiter belongs (unlike Venus) to the astrological sect of the day. Antigonus may have seen this
as another reason for attributing the negative erotic influence primarily to Venus (if he actually did;

his text does not differentiate between Jupiter and Venus in § 66b, except for naming Venus first).

2 At first sight, Ptolemy seems not to be thinking of any unfavorable circumstance in apotel. 3.14,29,

but it is implicit in the co—rulership of Mars who is, generally speaking, the enemy of peace, order, and
moderation, and, with special regard to sexuality, the archetype of the adulterer established in the Home-
ric tale of Ares and Aphrodite (Od. 8.268-269 éuiynoav... AaOpn). This famous myth left many traces
in astrological texts, too. Suffice it to mention the horoscope of Ceionius Rufius Albinus (Firm., math.
2.29,10-20 = Hor: lat. 303.111.14, our text 5) in which the native is characterized as an adulterer (adulter)
and his blameful deed (a crimen of which the native is reus) explained with antiscia, a negative form of
astrological ray-casting by Mars (violenta Martis radiatione) on Venus (ibid. 2.29,14 and 2.29,17).
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duce moderately reproachable individuals such as épmtikovg but seriously wicked per-
petrators of sexual crimes such as d10pBopeis yovok®dv koi mopbévav (Ptol., apotel.
3.14,30). Even if épmtikoi are obviously not as bad, in Ptolemy’s view, as dtapOopeig
yovak®v kol apBévmv, they are still reprehensible. This is clear from his prediction
for Jupiter and Venus as rulers of the soul in which he differentiates between honorable
and unacceptable forms of eroticism, reserving the adjective £pwtikdg to the latter,
negative variant: T® d¢ tfig Appoditng cuvoikelwbelg [sc. 0 ToD A10¢] €mti pev EvOOEmv
Sbécev TOLEl [...] Emappoditovg v 1@ oepvd, [...] €l 8¢ TOV Evavtiov TpLENTAC,
novpiovg, OmAvyvyovg, dpynotikovg, yuvakofHUoVg, SamAvovg, KATYVVOIOUG,
EPMOTIKOVG, AGYVOVG, KOTUPEPELG, LOLYOVS, PILOKOGHOVS, DTOUOAGKOVS, PeddUOVGS,
aomtovg, emumpovg KtA. (Ptol., apotel. 3.14,24-25). In sum, if Ptolemy (as I tend
to assume) took over the concept of oikodeomdtg Tiig WYoyi|g and the basic rules for
interpreting this ruler’s effects from a pre-existing tradition, Antigonus is likely to have
been familiar with it, to have identified Venus as ruler of the irrational part of Pedanius’
soul, and to have interpreted Venus’ position in the twelfth place negatively.

It has become clear that there were various possibilities for providing astrological
explanations of the (according to Antigonus) abnormal erotic inclinations of Peda-
nius Fuscus.

In view of the prominent role that sexuality plays in Antigonus’ relatively short
horoscopes F2 and F3 (and also, more generally speaking, in Greco-Roman astro-
logical manuals)’?, it is noteworthy that his particularly long and elaborate horoscope
of Hadrian (F1) does not contain a single word on this topic. This is all the more
surprising because on the one hand Hadrian’s homoerotic inclinations, especially his
infatuation for the Bythynian youth Antinous, were well-known’* and on the other
hand Hadrian’s horoscope did provide an opportunity for explaining these inclinations
astrologically, namely the position of Jupiter in Aquarius: Zeus/Jupiter, the astrological
symbol of kingship, is particularly suited to symbolize Hadrian who occupies the first
place among ancient literary associations of the earthly ruler with the highest god”,
and Aquarius, who pours water from his celestial urn, is associated with Ganymede,
the beautiful youth that Zeus had, according to Greek myth, abducted in the shape of an

73
74

See CumonT, 1937, pp. 177-184.

See Cass. Dio, LXIX 11.2—4 and Hist. Aug. Hadr. 14.5-6 (with FONDLING, 2006 ad loc.); see also
BirLEY, 1997, pp. 2 and 42.

> This is largely due to Hadrian’s historical role as he who brought the construction of the temple of
Zeus in Athens to completion. Cf. Pricg, 1984, p. 86, and Crauss, 1999, p. 142.
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eagle to serve as cup—bearer at the banquets of the gods. This myth served as a model
of pederasty in ancient literature, including astrological texts’®. It is a likely assumption
that Antigonus’ total silence on sexual or erotic topics in F1 has to do with his different
overall appreciation of the three natives in F1, F2 and F3.

This leads us to conclude our analysis with the following two insights: Firstly, Anti-
gonus’ discussion of sexual or erotic details in F2 § 57 and F3 § 66b is in keeping with
the astrological tradition and mainstream of his time. This specific, thematically bound
insight is in compliance with a more general one that cannot be substantiated here with
detailed argument, namely that all three extant horoscopes of this author (F1-F3) can
be read, and were probably read by ancient readers, as impressive examples of the truth
of the astrological doctrine transmitted in theoretical manuals’’. Secondly, we find that
Antigonus’ allusions to sexuality and eroticism in F2 and F3 contribute substantially
to his overall purpose of discrediting the respective natives’. In F1, instead, whose
native (Hadrian) is praised in various respects by Antigonus, the topics of sexuality and
eroticism are entirely absent, probably because they would have disturbed the picture
of a cultured and decorous ruler entirely devoted to his political responsibilities. The
negative instrumentalization of specific forms of both homosexual and heterosexual
inclinations that we find in F2 and F3 complies with contemporary social norms and

with the general Stoic repudiation of passions’ .

76 Cf. P. Mich. I 149, col. V1,22-26: oi obv énépacTol kai &i¢ ypfictv ebBetotl St Tod ALdC €i¢ TodTO

Gyovtatr: ddvator todto Tavopundng pobde tpoonailew T boet Opodpopodoty (trans. ROBBINS,
1936, p. 110: “hence beloved boys and those who are well adapted for the practice are led to these
courses through the influence of Jupiter; Ganymede serves to express this in mythology for those
whose courses are natural”). See further Cumont, 1937, p. 181, note 3 (at the end), and HEILEN,
2015, pp. 668-669, esp. note 1372.

Interested readers may wish to consult the comprehensive commentary on Antig. Nic., F1-F3 in He-
LEN, 2015, pp. 522—1252, esp. pp. 685 (on Hadrian’s emperorship in F1), 834 and 862 (on Hadrian’s
siblings), 884-885 (on the medical cause of Hadrian’s death), 1232 (on F3 § 66a), and many other
pages of that commentary, including the reference ibid. 1250 to the pertinent remark of Valens who
explicitly declares, in a different astrological context (comparison of the horoscopes of six men who
almost died together in a sea—storm), that he wishes to demonstrate the marvelous coherence of all
parts of nature as revealed by astrology (mpog 10 Oovpdcon v ooy, Val., VII 6.127).

71

8 For other, non-sexual ways of discrediting those natives see especially the adjectives dducog (F2 §

56, twice) and kaxdpovrog (F3 §§ 65 and 66a).

79 I thank Dorian G. Greenbaum for correcting various English mistakes in an earlier version of this article.
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